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PRESIDENT CARTER URGES MODERATION IN DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM REGARDING ABORTION

Democrats Urged to Sign Petition to Support Big Tent Policy

Washington, DC – In a recent interview with Laura Ingraham, former President Jimmy Carter reiterated his pro-life views and urged the Democratic Party to change its platform to reflect the party’s diversity of convictions on abortion.  Referencing a letter he cosigned to President Obama, Carter stated the following:

“I never have believed that Jesus Christ would approve of abortions and that was one of the problems I had when I was president--having to uphold Roe v. Wade--and I did everything I could to minimize the need for abortions. I made it easy to adopt children, for instance, who were unwanted, and also initiated the program called Women and Infant Children or WIC program that's still in existence now. But except for the times when a mother's life is in danger or when a pregnancy is caused by rape or incest I would certainly not [and] never have approved of any abortions.”
“I've signed a public letter calling for the Democratic Party at the next convention to espouse my position on abortion, which is to minimize the need for abortion and limit it only to women whose lives are in danger or who are pregnant as a result of rape or incest. I think if the Democratic Party would adopt that policy that would be acceptable to a lot of people who are now estranged from our party because of the abortion issue.”
Democrats For Life of America (DFLA) has coordinated an effort to urge more inclusive language on the controversial issue of abortion and has initiated a petition drive to urge inclusion for those who oppose abortion.  

“We are honored that President Carter has joined our coalition to call for moderation in the Democratic platform on the issue of abortion,” said DFLA Executive Director Kristen Day.  “We urge all Democrats, including those who would come back to the Democratic Party if it changes its abortion stance, to sign the online petition calling for the 2012 Platform to honor and acknowledge our big tent policy.”

National polls have consistently demonstrated that most Americans do not support the government paying for abortion. In fact, a February 2012 Quinnipiac University poll (national sample of 2,605 registered voters, margin of error ±1.9 percentage points) found that nearly thirty percent of Americans would not vote for a candidate with whom they disagreed on abortion but agreed on other issues. 

“Expanding our big tent policy with more neutral language on abortion will bring estranged Democrats back and allow pro-choice and pro-life Democrats to work together for common-sense policies that provide for the poor, protect the environment, provide affordable and quality education for our future generations, and—by empowering women—would reduce the demand for abortions,” Day said.
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